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There’s only one...the one, most-trusted brand used by the Watchers Council.
Call 1-800-wjeeps] to find out what models they use or check out our full line of SUV’s
at a Jeep/Chrysler showroom near you today.
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By Anita Falls

Months ago millions of viewers around the
world watched as Faith Lehane, the
Watchers Council Head Slayer, battled
valiantly against a group of demons...and
lost. For those that saw the uncut footage
live, or watched later via web site postings,
it seemed impossible she could have
survived. But today, she stands alive and
well...and she took some time to sit down
to talk to us about life, love and second
chances.

WM: First question everyone wants to
know most: how did you survive? Luck?
Skilled surgeons? Slayerhood?

Faith: It's a miracle I've been told and | can't
really argue with that. | was pronounced
dead but | woke up in the morgue hours
later with an angel standing over me. |
guess she figured it wasn’'t my time yet.

WM: So the angel was a woman? A
former slayer perhaps?
Faith: Yeah.

WM: So your slayerhood had nothing to
do with your return?

Faith: No, slayers can be killed. We can
take a lot of punishment and we heal up
pretty quick but a knife in the gut? Nah,
that's something you don't just walk away
from. Actually a time before this | was
stabbed and | was in a coma for over a
year. So no, slayers don't magically
regenerate...well...not unless you
magically regenerate them.

WM: Have slayers been magically
regenerated before?

Faith: Actually that's more of a question for
our high priestess Willow Rosenberg. She
could offer those kinds of details. | just deal
with the slayer side of the council.

WM: Okay, speaking of which, tell us
how your job as the slayer head works.
Faith: | assign girls for patrol with the
watchers and once upon a time | used to do
patrols myself.

WM: Too busy doing those Council
promotional posters?

Faith: No. | don't patrol because it's hard
today when I've got the National Enquirer and §
other tabloids following me around. I'm
hoping the frenzy dies down soon. It's tough
to be stealthy when a press entourage follows |
your every move.

WM: What about fame? I'm sure there are
perks to being a council spokesperson
and recognized.

Faith: Well, people try to give you stuff for
one.

WM: So who’s wanted to be a ‘corporate
sponsor’?
Faith: ~laughing~ You name it.

WM: Can you tell me an incident?

Faith: Yeah, like when Honda found out | was
alive they sent me a new Shadow
(motorcycle) for free. They saw the demon
trample my bike during the demon crisis so
they sent me another one as a way of saying
thanks for saving the world, but | sent them a
check anyway.

WM: Why? It was a freebie!

Faith: Everything has a price, even if it might
seem free. Don't get me wrong. It was a nice
gesture on their part but getting something for
free just because I'm doing my job is kind of
like a cop who lines his pockets from
shopkeepers for extra protection. At least,
that's how | see it and | don't want to set that
example for our girls. Besides, a lot of people
lost their bikes, their cars, their houses, their
stores and their loved ones. They're not
getting anything. | couldnt justify taking
something just because people saw me on
T.V. when so many other people lost just as
much as me, if not more.

WM: Speaking of loved ones, what special
people do you have in your life?

Faith: My girls - | mean my slayers | oversee.
They're all special to me. The people at the
council | work with everyday are more of a
family than co-workers. And, of course, my
guy — got to save the best for last.
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WM: So the sexy poster gal for the Council is taken
then?

Faith: ~smiling~ Very much. He's a great guy. He's funny
and he's kind of smart. | say kind of because I'm not sure
what the hell he’s doing with me sometimes.

WM: Why do you say that? You're a beautiful woman
who doesn’t take ‘bribes’. What'’s not to love?

Faith: | haven't always walked a straight path. | was a bit of
a hell-raiser. Okay, a lot of a hell-raiser and I've done things
I'm...well...that I'm ashamed and sad about. | can't change
what I've done but | know | can try to make things good
today, so...I try to do the right thing with the second change
I've been given.

WM: Speaking of second chances, there are some
religious leaders that say you're the second coming —
the return of Jesus Christ but in the form of a woman.
Rolling Stone Magazine even called you the Lazarus in
Leather.

Faith: Yeah, I've heard that too but everyone needs to
realize I'm Faith — nothing more, nothing less.

WM: So death hasn’t changed you?

Faith: | wouldn’t say that. I've got lots of questions now so |
have changed in that way. But to say I'm the Son of God
reborn or, in my case, the Daughter of God is an
exaggeration. What | mean is I'm not immortal, I'm not a
prophet, I'm just...Faith.

WM: Okay, second question everyone wants to know —
what’s being dead like? White tunnels of light? Seeing
your body from above? What's the story?

Faith: For me, there really wasn't anything. | can’t remember
anything except the pain of dying and then waking up in the
morgue. | know that’s not the answer most people want and
| can’t say that's what happens when everyone else dies. All
| can say is that's what happened to me. Not too sensational
an answer | know.

WM: How did your family take the news of your death?
Do you have a family — parents, siblings?

Faith: My mom died when | was a teenager and my dad |
haven't spoken to in years. | have a sister still in Boston
but...we really don't talk. My family is, well, the people at the
council. They've treated me better than most people in my
life.

WM: Rumor has it that you have a son too?

Faith: | do but | don’t discuss him in these interviews. | love
him with all my heart and | don’t want him dragged into the
spotlight. He’s too young for that.

No maffer what you've done, who yow've
hurk, you sl have time o turn thi
unz aive.

Faith Lehane in one of many promotional posters for
the Watchers Council recruitment drive.

WM: How old is he?
Faith: Like | said, I'd rather not say so drop it.

WM: Fair enough. Is there anything else you’d like people
to know?

Faith: Yeah, if you see a slayer or a watcher on patrol, leave us
alone. | don’t mean that to sound rude but we’ve got a job to do
and distractions can get us, or you, killed. We have special
events where people can meet us if they like, but on a day-to-
day, or night-to-night, basis just let us be so we can do what
we've been doing for years.

WM: Anything else?

Faith: Yeah, if anyone reading this thinks they can’t turn their
life around I'm walking proof that you can. No matter what
you've done, who you've hurt, you still have time to turn things
around as long as you're alive. Everyone might not forgive you
but you can stop hurting others in the future. So if you've
thought, even for a moment, my life could be better, you're
right. It could. You just need to take the steps to change it and
pretty soon you'll find you can be five by five too, like me. WM
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Chances are you don’t have 1000 or more people
in your family but there are a few tricks I, Andrew
Wells, have picked up a when it comes to cooking
in great numbers.

First is freezer space and refrigerators. We have
quite a few here at the Council but that might not be
practical for you. If you have a large family (and the
space) a stand-alone freezer is not only a good idea
but almost a necessity. That way it's easier to cook
double the amount at mealtimes and then freeze
half for a later date. Reheating can be much easier than cooking every day of the
week.

When it comes to supplies be sure to check out restaurant supply stores for large
stainless steel bowls, a huge pot, even larger whisks than what you'd find in a
store or at garage sales. The bigger the pot, the more you can make at a single
time.

Forget pre-packaged foods. They are waaaay too expensive. Instead buy your
food items in bulk and start making your own frozen dinners. They're usually
healthier too because they're lower in salt.

One way to save money is by making your own dry mixes including gravies and
sauce mixes, spice mixes, pancake batter (dry), or quick bread mix, and storing it
in containers for quick and easy use.

| also have to give a shout out to crock-pots - not the dinky ones but the huge
ones. If you've got a family of ten it's easy to set it and forget it. Come dinnertime
you'll have a tasty stew that required little work. At the council we have about 10
of these going every day but your family probably isn’t as big as ours.

Keep in mind too that if you have a large family you can save money by washing
dishes by hand instead of using a dishwasher. With lots of slayers in training we
always have someone for KP duty so make everyone in your home join in after
dinner. You not only get the dishes cleaned quicker and cheaper but you might
actually learn more about each other in the process like we do in our kitchen.

Remember, it doesn’t matter if it's a house of five or 5,000 — there are ways to
stretch your monthly budget with a little teamwork. WM
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l'Jy Rupert Giles, Former Head Watcher

As is to be expected, the recent revelations
about the true nature of reality has left the
world with a great many questions. In my
experience, a surprising amount of the
answers to present dilemmas are to be found
in our past, in our historical volumes, in what
happened before. | cannot answer all of the
questions the public has been asking, but
perhaps | can offer a perspective that will
lead to greater understanding.

| first met Buffy Summers in the town of
Sunnydale, California, in the Library of the
local High School. She had just transferred
there as a student, | had just taken a job as
the school librarian. But both of us had a
mission of far greater importance. She was
the Slayer, the one girl in all the world (this
was under the former paradigm) with the
strength and skill to stop the vampires, the
demons, and the forces of darkness. | was
her Watcher, sent from the Council
(headquartered in London at that time) to
guide and train the Slayer, assisting her in
her duties. Sunnydale, it soon became clear,
was on a Hellmouth, a sort of mystical
convergence. It should be noted that
Cleveland is on top of a similar convergence.

My first impression of Miss Summers was
that she was willful and insolent. She was, in
many ways, a typical California girl. It
seemed to me to be a great struggle to pry
her attention away from thoughts of boys and
clothes so that the business of protecting the
world might be attended to. However, it soon
became clear to me that she was special,
that she was extremely capable and in
possession of deep reserves of bravery and
resilience.

As the years went on in Sunnydale, things
changed and yet stayed the same. Miss
Summers gathered around her a group of
friends and allies, flying in the face of the long
tradition stating that the Slayer must work
alone. She made a habit of bucking tradition
whenever she could, which is one of the
biggest reasons we have come to our
present state of affairs. Now that our many
exploits are beginning to come to light, there
is little doubt that they will become the stuff of
legend.

There was Willow Rosenberg, the shy girl
who could make a computer do whatever she
asked. She possessed unimaginable
academic gifts, but made the decision to
forsake scholarships to such institutions as

Oxford and Harvard so that she might
continue the fight in Sunnydale and press
forward in her studies of magic.

There was Alexander (Xander) Harris,
who possessed no powers or magical gifts
of his own, aside from his compacity for
loyalty and duty. We've also received
assistance from vampires with souls, via
Angel and Spike, who, though natural
enemies of the Slayer, would become her
allies.

And there are other names, of course.
Cordelia Chase, Daniel Ozbourne, Riley
Finn, Faith Lehane, Anya Jenkins, Tara
Maclay, Dawn Summers and Jennifer
Calendar to name but a few. All provided
crucial assistance in the early struggle,
both through their actions and through
their love. Some are still fighting. Many,
however, paid the ultimate price and now
live only through the memories of those
who are still here. Through history.

| was asked to explain in these pages
the history of the Watchers Council, of
how there came to be many Girls rather
than simply the One. This is, of course,
impossible. History is not a line, a series of
simple events that can be explained
succinctly. It is a web, complex and
endless.

| can tell you the brief, incomplete
version. There was a great war. Many of
the girls we called “Potentials” were killed,
along with their watchers. The aggressor
in this war was a force known simply as
the First Evil. It could not take corporeal
form, but its army that could was not
small, and its power was very great. The
Council of that time was utterly destroyed,
its leadership taken out by a bomb planted
by agents of the First. So a small band of
young people, no more than a few dozen
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at its greatest, gathered in Sunnydale,
They were the Army of Good, and
Buffy Summers was their General. It
was she who devised the plan, one
that, like many of her schemes,
overturned centuries of tradition in the
fight against evil.

There were troubles, of course, and
much of the time all hope seemed lost.
There was dissension in the ranks, but
in the end all were forced to unite
against the enormity of their challenge.
Miss Summers and Miss Rosenberg,
with the help of a few outside parties,
devised the magic stratagem that
would give power to all Potential
Slayers, making them no longer
Potentials but simply Slayers.

So a great battle took place, and the
town of Sunnydale itself was
completely destroyed, but a handful of
the force made it out alive. It is from
these brave, lucky souls that the New
Council was forged.

| and Miss Summers find we have
more in common than ever before, she
the current Council Chair and | a
former. Miss Rosenberg has created
the Council's Coven from scratch, and
has instilled an unshakable sense of
righteousness and morality in all of that
branch's actions. Mr. Harris is still
here, too, as are many of those who
survived the great battle.

While a new generation has begun to
rise to the forefront, it would be a
mistake to forget where the Council
has come from. Past mistakes should
not be repeated, and past triumphs
should be celebrated. Like any
important body, the Council is as great
as its history. WM

PURITAN’S
GARLIC

701 the Best

(/”au’naw.. <
O%u{ (Vamp
DProteation





[image: image8.jpg]The most basic form of the Wiccan
Rede, or creed as it's also known, is "an'
it harm none, do as ye will." The "an" is
from the Old English, short for "and." The
phrase basically means that so long as
there is no harmful intent or action toward
another, one has the right to do or think as
one pleases.

The Rede may sound too simplistic to
some, but it's far from simple. In fact, it's
highly idealistic, and can be compared to
the most basic of Christian teachings,
"Love thy neighbor as thyself," or to the
even more widely quoted Golden Rule,
"Do onto others as you would have them
do onto you." Believe it or not, very
similarly worded concepts exist within
every known religion and it's one of the
hardest for people to attain.

The Wiccan Rede has various
elaborated wordings that extend its
meaning further. The most accepted
concept of the Rede is the Rule of Three.
The rule states that whatever one puts out
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into the Universe comes back threefold:
physically, mentally and spiritually.

If one does harm, it can boomerang back
with a vengeance. If one does good, that
comes back magnified, as well. Many
Wiccans have discovered that as they
become increasingly adept at focusing
magickal will, "karma" or "what goes
around, comes around" can be instant.
Depending on it's purpose the effects can
be joyous or tragic.

Positive magick is not universally
accepted, but it is a very widespread
teaching of modern Wicca. Some believe
that it is acceptable to use magick to
suppress or bind something or someone
considered to be evil, but fully positive
magick rejects all magickal intent or action
that seeks to bind, direct harm toward or
even manipulate the free will of another
individual. For our work within the Watcher
Council we believe in and use positive
magick to fight the forces of evil, to do good
for everyone and everything in our world.

g

It should be noted that the use of
magick isn't like anything you see on
Bewitched or Charmed. It's not meant to
be used for superficial reasons because
the results can be disasterous. In other
words, magick isn't something to be
toyed with because it is real and those
practicing it must have respect for the
gods and goddess as well as those living
creatures around them — be it your best
friend or a pine tree. But to give you an
idea of how the Rede and the Threefold
Law work here’s one of the most popular
versions of the written creed:

Bide ye the Wiccan Rede ye must,
In perfect love and perfect Trust.
Eight words the Wiccan Rede fulfill
An' it harm done, do as ye will
Lest in self defense it be,
Ever mind the Rule of Three
Follow ye this with mind and heart,
Merry ye meet, and merry ye part.

different.
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